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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAfMS 

1 . (Currently amended) A cage membCT engageable with a nut member having a 
threaded aperture, thereby providing a cage nut assembly, said cage member comprising :i 
body configured to encage the nut member and having an aperture formed therein which s 
configured to allow access to the threaded aperture of the nut member when the nut mem Der 
is generally encaged by said cage member, said body having a base portion and first and 
second arm portions extending from said base portion, and a seam defined between said i irst 
and second arm portioils, at least one of said fii^t and second arm ponions having at least one 
protrusion, said at least one protrusion configured to be weldable to a mating surface to 
secure said cage member to the mating surface, said seam being provided proximate to tb 2 
mating surface, said cage member configured to allow the nut member to b e adjusted in 

at least one dimension relative to s aid base portion of said bodv of said cage member whe n 
the mit member is cnc^cd bv said cape member. 

2. (Original) A cage member as defined in claim I, wherein said at least one protrusion 
is positioned proximate to said seam. 

3. (Original) A cage member as defined in claim 1 » wherein said first aim poxtion ar d 
said second arm portion define a lower surface of said cage member which faces the matuig 
surface, said at least one protrusion protriiding fiom said lower surface of said cage memt er. 
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4. (Currently amended) A cage member ag defined iii lIauii 1, whueiu engaeeable with 
a nut member having a threaded aperture, tfie^^bv Drovidin| r a cage nut assembly, said ca pe 
member comprising a body configured to en cage the nut member and having an anerfaire 
fpTmed therein which is con fi tou red to allow access to the threaded aperture of the mit 
member when the nut member is generally enca s ed bv said cage member- said bodv havi ^ 
base ponim md first and second arm portions e x tending from said base nortion. and a st am 
defmed betwee n said first md $ec ond am portions, at least one of said first and second a ftn 
portions having at least one protrusion- said a t least one protrusion configured to he weM :ih1e 

ft imtmR surface to secure said cage me mber to the mating surface, said seam being 
provided proximate to the mating surface, said at least one protrusion is a single protmsic.n 
which is segmented by said seam to define adjacent segments of said single protrusion vAUch 
are proximate to one another such that said seam is provided therebetween and such that :;aid 
adjacent segments of said protrusion form a generally whole protrusion, said adjacent 
segments of said protrusion being wcldable to the mating surface and to one another alon, i 
said seam. 

5. (Original) A cage member as defined in claim 4, wherein said seam extends betw sen 
said adjacent segments of said protrusion such that each said adjacent segment of said 
protrusion comprises generally half of said generally whole protrusion. 
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6. (Currently amended) A cage member as-de fined in claim U wherein engageable ^ vith 
a nut mem ber having a threade d aperture, thereby providing a cage nut assembly, said cai £C 
member comprising a bodv configured to encase the nut member and h aving an aperture 
fonned therein which is configured to allow ac cess to the threaded aperture of the nut 
member when the nut member is pencrallv encaged bv sai d cage member, said bodv havi a 
base portion and first and second arm portions ex tending from said base portion, and a se am 
defined b etween said first and second ami portions, at least one of said first and seconcj a 
portions having at least one protmsion. said at least one protrusinTi cnnfipured to be weld ible 
to a mating surface to secim: said cage member to the mating surface, said seam being 
provided proximate to the mating surface, said at least one protrusion is a pair of protrusi >n$» 
each said piotiu$ion being segmented by said seam to define adjacent segments of each si lid 
protrusion which are proximate to one another such that said seam is provided therebetw< en 
and such that said adjacent segments of each said protrusion form a generally whole 
protrusion, saiid adjacent segments of each said protrusion being wcldablc to the mating 
surface and to one another along said seam. 

7. (Original) A cage member as defined in claim 6» wherein said seam extends betw ^en 
said adjacent segments of each said protrusion such that each said adjacent segment of ea*;h 
said protrusion comprises generally half of said generally whole protrusions. 
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8. (Cuirently amended) A cage member aa defined in claim 1 . wh efem en gageable ^ yith 
a nut member having a threa ded aperture, thereby providing a cage nut assembly, said ca| ;e 
member coroprigine a body con6gured to encage the nut member and having an anerture 
formed therein which is configu red to allow access to the threaded aperture of the nut 
member when the nut member is generally encaged bv said cage member, sai d body havi ig a 
base portion and first and second aim portions extending from said base nortion. and a se un 
HefitiaH hetween said first and second arm portions, at least one of said first and second a m 
portions having at least one nrotmsion. said at least one protrusion configured to be weld; ible 
to a mating surface to secure said cage member to the mating surface, said seam beiny 
provided proximate to the mating surface, said at least one protrusion is fonned as a dim; le. 

9. (Withdrawn) A cage member as defined in claim 1, whn-ein said at least one 
protrusion is fonned as a tab. 

10-20. (Cancelled). 
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21. (Currently amended) A cage nut assembly comprising: 

a nut member having a threaded aperhire therethrough; and 

a cage member having a body configm^d to encage said nut member and having £ n 
aperture formed thmin which is configured to allow access to said threaded aperture of said 
nut member when said nut member is generally encaged by said cage member, said body 
having a base portion and first and second arm portions extending from said base portion and 
a seam defined between said first and second arm portions, at least one of said first and 
second arm portions having at least one protrusion, said at least one protrusion configured to 
be weldable to a mating surface to secure said cage member to the mating surface, said seam 
being provided proximate to the matmg surfac e, said nut member b ei ng adjustable in at U ast 
one dimension relative to sai d base portion of said body of said cage member when said t ut 
member is encaped bv said cage member. 
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22. (Currently amended) A cage nut assembly as di&fiacd m claim 21. whcreiii 
comprising: 

a nut member having a threaded aperture therethrouph! and 

a catte member having a body configure d to encaee said nut member and having ; n 
anerture formed therein which is configured to allow access to said threaded aneiture of j aid 
nut member when said nut member is generally encaged bv said cage member, said body 
having a base portion and first and second arm portio ns e>^,tendi n^ from said base portioD and 
a seam defined between said first and second arm portions, at least one of said first and 
ggcond arm POrt^QM bavijig at least one protrusion, said at least one protrusion configured to 
be weldable to a mating surface to secure said cage member to the mating surface, said sc am 
being provided proxi mate to tlie mating surface, said at least one protrusion is a single 
protrusion which is segmented by said seam to define adjacent segments of said single 
protrusion which are proximate to one another such that said seam is provided therebetween 
and such that said adjacent segments of said protrusion form a generally whole protrusioi , 
said adjacent segments of said protrusion being weldable to the mating surface and to one 
another along said seam. 
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23. (Currently amended) A cage nut assembly as deimcd in claim 21, wh crc m 
comprising: 

a nut member having a threaded aperture theretbrff^gh; ffn^ 

a cage member having a body configured to encase said T iut member and having i n 
aperture formed therein which is configured to allow access to said threaded apert ure of s aid 
nut member when said nut member is generallv encaged bv said cage member, said body 
haying a base portion and first and second arm po rtions extending from said base portion and 
a seam defined between said first and second antn portions, at least one of said first and 
second arm portions haying at least one nrotnision, said at least one protrusion configured to 
be wcldabic to a matiiHR surface to secure said ca^e m ember to the mating surface, said se am 
being provided proximate to the mat ing surface, said at least one protrusion is a pair of 
protrusions, each said protrusion being segmented by said seam to define adjacent segments 
of each said protrusion which are proximate to one another such that said seam is provided 
therebetween and such that said adjacent segments of each said protrusion form a general .y 
whole protrusion^ said adjacent segments of each said pnotrusion being weldable to fhe 
mating siur&ce and to one another along said seam. 

24-26. (Cancelled). 

27. (Previously presented) A cage member as defined in claim 1 » wherein said body 
includes at least one flange member which is configured to be moved in a first direction in 
order to encage the nut member within said body. 
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28. (Previously presented) A cage member as defined in claim 27, wherein said at lea 5t 
one flange member is further configured to be moved in a second direction, which is opposite 
said first direction, in order to allow for removal of the nut member fix)m within said bod 

29. (Previously presented) A cage member as defined in claim 27. wherein said at lea jt 
one flange member is integrally formed with said body. 

30. (Previously presented) A cage member as defined in claim 27, wherein said body 
includes two flange members. 

3 1 . (Previously presented) A cage member as defined in claim 27, wherein said at lea ;t 
one flange member extends from said base portion of said body. 
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32. (Currently amended) A cage member m defined in claim 31, wh e i - em engageable with 
a nut member having a threaded aperture, thereby providing a cage nut assembly, said can e 
member comprising a bodv configured to encage the nut member and having an anerture 
formed therein which is configured to allow access to the threaded aperture of the nut 
member when the nut member is g enerally encaged bv said cage member, said body havi ig a 
base portion and first and second aim portions ext ending ftom said base portion, said boc v 
includes at least one flange member which is configured to be moved in a first direcrion i i 
order to encage the nut member within said body, said at least one flange member extend » 
from said base portion of said body, said at least one flange mCTiber is generally L-shape« I 
such that it has a first portion and a second portion which is generally angled from said fr st 
portion, and a sea m defined between said first and second arm portions, at least one of sa- j 
first and second arm ix)rtions having at least one protnision> said at least one protnisioa 
configured to be weldablc to a mating surface to secure said cage member to the mating 
surface, said seam being provid ed proximate to the mating surface . 

33. (Cancelled). 

34. (Previously presented) A cage nut assembly as defined in claim 21, wherein said tody 
includes at least one flange member which is configured to be moved in a first direction ii i 
order to encage said nut member within said body. 
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35. (Previously presented) A cage nut assembly as defined in claim 34, wherein said i it 
least one flange member is fiiither configured to be moved in a second directiony which i: ; 

, opposite said first direction, in order to allow for removal of said nut member from withi i 
said body. 

36. (Previously presented) A cage nut assembly as defined in claim 34, wherein said M 
least one flange is integrally formed with said body. 

37. (Previously presented) A cage nut assembly as defined in claim 34, wherein said \ ody 
includes two flange members. 

38. (Previously presented) A cage nut assembly as defined in claim 34, wherein said 1 1 
least one flange member extends from said base portion of said body. 



SenalNa: !(K696»958 
Alt Unit: 3677 



12 



PA(£ 15Q5 ' RCVD AT moos 5:12:21 PM [Eastern DayBp 



FROM TREXLER ETAL 



(WED) 9. 14' 05 16:09/ST. 15:52/NO. 4860347446 P 16 



3 9. (Currently amoided) A cage nut assembly as defin e d in claim 38, wh ere in 

ffQmprisms; 

a nut member having a threaded aperture therethrough: and 

a cage member having a body configured to encace said nut member and having t n 

apejiise. fiaT"e4 th^ji^n wltH<?llii lis cQnfisMTgd tp gllpy acg^fis tft smd threaded apgrtuTB of s aid 

nut member when said nut member is eenerallv encaged bv said cage member, said body 
having a base pwtion and first and second arm portions extending from said base portion 
said body includes at least one fiance member which is configured to be moved in a first 
direction in order to encaee said nut member within said body, said at least one flanye 
member extaids fipom said base portion of said body, said at least one flange member is 
generally L-shaped such that it has a first portion and a second portion which is generally 
angled from said first portion, and a seam defined between said first and second arm port qds^ 
at least one of said first and second arm portions haying? at le ast one protrusion, said at let st 
one protrusion configured to be weldable to a mating surface to secure said cage member to 
the mating surface, said seam being provided proximate to the mati ng surface . 

40-42. (Cancelled). 



Serial No.: 10/696.9S8 , _ 

ArtUnH: 3677 



PA6E1«25*RCVDAT9f14fi0l»5:12:2im[EastemDayGglitrDne]'SVR:USPTO{^ 



FROM TREXLER ETAL 



(V/ED) 9. 14' 05 16 :09/SI 15 :52/NO. 4860347446 P 17 



43. (Currently amended) A cage member engageable with a nut member having a 
threaded aperture, thereby providing a cage nut assembly, said cage member comprising i', 
body configured to encage the nut member and having an aperture formed therein, said 
aperture configured to allow access to the threaded aperture of the nut member when the * mt 
member is generally encaged by said cage member, said body defining a weldahle seam and 
having at least one protrusion, said protrusion configured to provide that said protrusion i i 
weldable to a mating surface to secure said cage member to the mating surfac e, said cage 
mombCT configured to allow the nut member to be adjusted in at least one dhnension rela ive 
to said body of gaiq cage member when ihe nut member is encased bv said ca ge member . 

44. (New) A cage member as defined in claim 1^ wherein said cage member and the i tut 
member are separately formed and non-integral. 

45 . (New) A cage nut assembly as defined in claim 2 1 , wherein said cage member anc ! 
said nut member are sep^^cly formed and non-integral. 

46. (New) A c^e member as defined in claim 43, wherein said cage member and the lut 
member are separately fbnned and non-integral. 
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